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Serving Skagit County WA Since 1961      
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Volume 58, Issue 7 

Next Meeting: September 1st, 10am 

Gem of the Month: Any Blue stone  

Refreshments: Feel free to bring something 

 

 
 It’s Dues Time! 

The club’s year runs from September 

to August and its time to pay dues for 

the 2018/2019 year.  Your dues give 

you membership, the monthly news-

letter, access to club field trips and 

classes, and use of the club lapidary 

shop.  See Dave or another officer at 

the meeting. 

Dues are: 

$15.00/ yr for adults 

$7.50/yr age 16 and younger  
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Finney Creek  

Field Trip Report 

 

 

Saturday, August 11, 2018, six club 

members joined by two guests, met at the 

Concrete Red Apple Market for a field trip 

up Finney Creek to collect jade, hematite, 

rhodonite, serpentine, grossular and listwinite. We drove to the “top” of Finney Creek, 

to a bridge about 10 miles in on Finney Creek Road (FS17).  

A variety of materials were found in the creek, but giving them “official” names 

proved difficult. There was predominantly types of granite (blue-grey to white) and 

quartz. A fair amount of green shades (probably serpentine but possibly jade) were 

scattered in along with darker banded chunks of schist (recognized by the sparkly mica 

particles). 

Rick looks for weathered rock (I think he calls phyllite) for his “gazing” stones. I 

found some gnarly specimens which remind me of curled up porcupines or horny 

toads! Greg thinks he’s found a petrified moose collar bone! I mean you gotta see these 

things to believe them. 

We checked out a quarry about two miles further up, but it turned out to be just 

road rock. 

Coming back down the creek (about Milepost 9), there is a tall cliff of black and 

brown rock. This is an old hematite claim that proved not profitable for mining back in 

the 1960’s by members of our club then. We collected a few magnetic and banded spec-

imens for show and tell. 

The weather that Saturday was a welcome relief from our smoky heat wave. It 

was cool and comfortable and even rained lightly a few times. 

I believe a good time was had by all.                 Submitted by David Britten 
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Gem of the month: Blue Stones 

Editor’s Pick: Chrysocolla 

 

Chrysocolla is a blue and green stone made of a 
unique type of copper ore. Its color comes from 
the oxidation process of the copper ore, which 
takes on a cyan color with extended exposure 
to oxygen. Most Chrysocolla is from copper de-
posits in arid regions like Israel, Australia and 
South America.  The most outstanding Chryso-
colla has come from many of the classic Arizo-
na copper mines.  

Chrysocolla is never in visible crystals. It is al-
most always in botryoidal, reniform, 
or stalactitic groups, in rounded balls, and 
in massive form. Also in solid and fibrous veins, 
in tufts of fibrous crystals, and in crusts.  

Due to being somewhat more common than 
turquoise, its wide availability, and vivid, beau-
tiful blue and blue-green colors, Chrysocolla 
has been popular for use as a gemstone for 
carvings and ornamental use since antiquity. It 
is often used 
in silversmithing and goldsmithing in place of 
turquoise and is relatively easy to work and 
shape. Chrysocolla exhibits a wide range 
of Mohs hardness ranging from 2 through 7, 
which is dependent on the amount of silica in-
corporated into the stone when it is forming. 
Generally, dark navy blue Chrysocolla is too 
soft to be used in jewelry, while cyan, green, 
and blue green Chrysocolla can have a hard-
ness approaching 6, which is similar to tur-
quoise. Chrysocolla Chalcedony is a heavily si-
licified form of Chrysocolla that forms in quartz 
deposits and can be very hard and approach a 
hardness of 7.  

Info from mineral.net and crystalsandjewelry.com 

https://www.minerals.net/Mineral_Glossary/arid.aspx
https://www.minerals.net/Mineral_Glossary/botryoidal.aspx
https://www.minerals.net/Mineral_Glossary/reniform.aspx
https://www.minerals.net/Mineral_Glossary/stalactitic.aspx
https://www.minerals.net/Mineral_Glossary/massive.aspx
https://www.minerals.net/Mineral_Glossary/fibrous.aspx
https://www.minerals.net/Mineral_Glossary/vein.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silversmithing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goldsmithing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohs_hardness
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  Regular Meeting – Aug 4, 2018 

 The Regular meeting was called to order by President Wes Frank at 10:05 am. 
 Guest:  Bob Morris from Camano Island was our only guest today. He was presented with a fluorite 

point. 
 Minutes: A motion was made to approve the minutes of the June 2, 2018 meeting.  The motion was 

M/S/P. 
 Treasurer’s Report:  David Britten reviewed the financial statements of July and August.  A motion 

was made to accept the report.  The motion was M/S/P. 
 Program:  A short video on Australian Opals was presented. The opals are found primarily in the 

Lightning Ridge mine. 
 Display Table:  Most of the displayers had samples of various types of opal including Ethiopian, Vir-

gin Valley, and common opal from Idaho. There were also samples of the rocks found on the last 

field trip.  Violet Self-Munion won the display prize. 

 President Wes thanked David, Greg, Violet and Linda for the refreshments. 

 Birthday Walk:  Kevin Munion, Ziva Munion (5) and Zoie Munion (4) were serenaded. 
 Field Trip:  The next field trip is August 11th to Finney Creek.  Everyone is to meet at 10 am at the 

Red Apple market in Concrete.  
 Announcements:  Leo Waldschmidt brought some Actinolite specimens for everyone. 

 Sunshine:  Sharon Waldschmidt, heart problems; Sherrie Britten medical issues and Danny Vanden-
burg (Lorene) got married after our Swap and Potluck, best wishes to them. 

 Gem of the Month for September:  Blue Rock 

 Adjournment:  11:10 am 
 Respectfully submitted by Linda Keltz, Acting Secretary 

 
 

Board Meeting – Aug 4, 2018 

 
 The meeting was called to order at 9:30 am by President Wes Frank. Board members present:  Wes 

Frank, Greg Hochmuht, Debbie Frank, Eric Self, David Britten and Virgil Keltz. 

 Skagit County Fair:  A volunteer called wondering if we had any desire to participate in the Fair.  
The person stated they had room for someone to demonstrate, etc. After discussion is was deter-

mined it was too close to the fair date, 8/8 through 8/11 to participate. 
 Debbie submitted our show information to the NFMS Newsletter. 

 Field Trip: Finney Creek, August 11th, collecting Jade, Rhodonite, Serpentine, Listwinite and Grossu-
lar Garnet.  Meet at the Red Apple market in Concrete at 10 am.  David Britten will be leading the 

trip. 

 Publicity for our show was discussed and it was agreed that we would primarily use flyers, posters 

and Facebook. 
 Gem of the Month for September:  Blue Rocks 
 The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 am. 

 Respectfully submitted by Linda Keltz, Acting Secretary 
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VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!  

Meetings are on the FIRST Saturday of the month (except for Jan, July 

and Dec) at 10:00 am at the  

Mount Vernon Community (Senior) Center  

1401 Cleveland St. Mount Vernon WA 98273 

 

 The purpose of this non-profit earth society shall be to stimulate interest in the 

study of geology, lapidary, and the collection of geological specimens 

 We are  a member of the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies and 

the Washington State Mineral Council. We are affiliated with the American Fed-

eration of Mineralogical Societies. 

 Dues are $15.00 per year for adults and $7.50 for those under age 16  

 Visit our website: skagitrockandgem.com 

 Email: skagitrockandgem@gmail.com 

 Mailing address: PO BOX 244 Mt. Vernon 98273 

2018 Officers  
President   Wes Frank    
Vice President  Greg Hochmuht  
Treasurer   David Britten  
Secretary   Open   
Federation Director  Virgil Keltz   
Bulletin Editor  Debbie Frank  
Past President   Eric Self   
 

 

Committees 

Annual Show Chair-Eric Self   
Facilities/Field Trips- Dave Britten 
Greeter-Linda Keltz 
Library-David Britten  
Scholarship-Noni Avery, Joe Kantor 
Publicity-Frank Isca 
Stamps-Virgil Keltz     
Sunshine- Noni Avery 
Swap-Vandenburgs 



Skagit Rock and Gem Club 

Debbie Frank, Editor 

20379 Aliston Ln. 

Burlington WA 98233 

Field Trips 
 

POW = All Rockhounds Pow Wow Larry Vess vessel3755@gmail.com or (253)473-3908  
NOA = Northwest Opal Tony Johnson (253) 863-9238  
ALWAYS contact host for updated info a week before trip !!!  

Local Gem Shows 


