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Events  

this month 

 
May 7th: Club Meeting 10am 

 

May 7th: Field trip w/

Darrington Club for fossils and 

mushrooms see pg. 2 

 

May 21st :Field Trip w/

Ellensburg club for petrified 

wood see pg. 2 

 

May 21, 22: Mineral Show 

Seattle, WA see pg 2 

 

 

 Gem of the Month 

Blue Stones 

Can you guess what these are? 
  Find the answer on pg 4 
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Hi Rock Club Members,  

The weather is changing for the better and 

I hope everyone is out enjoying fun in the 

sun.  We had a great turnout at last 

month’s meeting.  I went to Joe and 

Linda’s house to see their mineral collec-

tion.  It was such a nice experience and I  

learned so much.  Don’t forget the next 

meeting --May 7th! 

  ---Eric Self 

President’s Message 

 

Field Trips 
May 7th Darrington Club—- Racehorse Creek  

Meet 9:00 @ IGA @ Nugent’s Corner  

Fossils, Mushrooms Dig & Hard rock  

Contact: Ed Lehman-wsmced@hotmail.com     

 (425) 334-6282 (425) 760-2786  

 

May 21st   Ellensburg   Saddle Mt.  

Meet 9:00 @ Mattawa Lepricon Market  

Petrified Wood Dig & Hard rock  

Contact: Steve Townsend—srtrocks@aol.com  

(509) 933-2236  
 

Gem Shows 
May 21st 10am - 6pm  
May 22nd 10am - 6pm  
10th Annual Mineral Mart  
Lake City Community Center  
12531 28th Ave NE Seattle, Washington  
 
@@@For more info and a full list of Gem Shows and Field Trips go to the club’s website: 
 skagitrockandgem.com 

Next Meeting  

May 7th 10am 

Gem of the Month: BLUE 

Bring any blue rocks or specimens 

for show and tell 

Program: Dave will present a video 

on diamond mining in Canada. 
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Board Meeting Minutes April 2, 2016Board Meeting Minutes April 2, 2016  
 

 President Eric called the meeting to order at 9:10 

 Members Present: Eric Self, Greg Hochmuht, Debbie Frank, Dave Britten, Virgil Keltz, Linda Keltz 

 Members absent: Susan May 

 Board Meeting Minutes: Approved as printed in the newsletter 

 Treasurer’s report: Read by Dave and approved 

 Correspondence: We received a nice card from Charles Pulju 

 Gem of the month for May: Anything Blue 

 Program for May: Dave will present a video on Diamond Mining in Canada 

 New Member applications: Three new members were accepted– Gayle LeDent, Julie Knopf, Merril-

lee Komboukos  

 July Swap Meet and BBQ: Will be at the Vandenburgs July 9th 

 November Gem Show: Eric reminded us to only sell raffle tickets to those age 18 and over.  We will 

try and get the Herald to do an article on the club before the show. 

  Meeting adjourned at 9:50  

  

  

  

General Meeting Minutes April 2, 2016General Meeting Minutes April 2, 2016  
 

 President Eric called the meeting to order at 10:10 

 Guests:  Christina, Franklin and Andrea., and Julie. Christina received a guest prize. 

 New Members: Gayle was present and introduced. Welcome! 

 Meeting Minutes: Approved as printed in the newsletter 

 Treasurer’s report: Read by Dave and approved. 

 Sunshine: Please let us know if you or someone in the club is ill or needing some sunshine from the 

club 

 Program: Greg brought in his knapping equipment and gave us a wonderful presentation! 

 Displayer Table: David, Eric, Greg, Wes, Janet, Joe, Peggy, Virgil, Frank. Virgil won an nice pyrite 

cube.  Thank you for sharing! 

 Birthdays: Bev, Joe, and Linda 

 Refreshments: Thank you to Janet and Peggy! 

 Field Trip: Joe invited those that missed the first trip to his house again after the meeting to see his 

mineral collection.  

 Stamps: Virgil reminded everyone to bring in their cancelled stamps to donate for cancer research.  

Please leave 1/2 in border around each stamp. 

 Meeting adjourned at 11:10   

 Submitted by Debbie Frank 
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Our Hunt for the Elusive  

Ellensburg Blue 

Wes and I and our friends that belong to 

the Oak Harbor gem club went to the 

Rock’N Tomahawk Ranch to try our luck at 

finding some Ellensburg Blue.  We spent 

two days searching high and low  for a hint 

of that blue color. 

Orientation from Bernice 

She gave us a little geologic history 

of how the Ellensburg Blue came 

to be in the Kittatas Valley (alluvial 

deposits)  She showed us what to 

look for and sent us out to hunt 

around on 160 acres. 

We weren’t allowed to dig on the 

property. So we brought  long han-

dled screwdrivers and little weed 

poppers to carefully pry any stones 

loose from the surface.   

The weather was perfect and we 

had a gorgeous view over the valley. 

Answer from front page: Ellensburg Blue 
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The pasture was full of gorgeous wild flowers this time of year.  There was lupine, red clo-

ver, wild garlic and bunch I’d never seen before. 

The pastures are also home to goats, 

horses, cows, llama, and sometimes 

elk.  You can’t bring any buckets with 

you or you will be accosted by the ani-

mals thinking you have come to feed 

them. 

In the end we didn’t find anything that we 

can retire on.  This piece is the ‘bluest’ one 

we found.  It has a little bubbly texture 

(botryoidal) to make it interesting. What 

we did have was a fun weekend with 

friends in the great outdoors.  

Read the article on the next page for more 

info on Ellensburg Blue. 
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Ellensburg Blue Agate is one of the most rare blue agates in the world. It is becoming increasingly more 
rare as virtually all of the hunting ground is now located on private property.  
 
It is found near the town of Ellensburg, Washington in the NW 
corner of the lower Kittitas Valley. This gem was deposited by a 
river flowing into the valley thousands of years ago.  Teanaway 
basalt is the host rock for the Ellensburg Blue Agates.  
 
This basalt has a characteristic reddish brown appearance and 
covers many square miles of Kittitas County. The color of El-
lensburg Blue ranges from a light, sky blue on up to a cornflower 
blue.  
Blue chalcedony (kal-sed-uh-nee) is a form of quartz consisting 
of compact submicroscopic fibrous crystal aggregates. The natu-
ral blue color is attributed to interference of light caused by 
voids between the individual crystals.......a phenomenon known 
as "scattering".  
 
Blue agate is composed of LAYERS of chalcedony. The layers 
may be subtle or distinct. Not all layers will necessarily be blue. 
It is this fascinating mix of layering that gives blue agate its 
unique appeal.  
 
Blue chalcedony is composed of compact masses of tiny quartz 
crystals and the size of these crystals can vary, as can the amount of 
spacing between crystals. As a result, properties such as hardness, 
and reaction to light and coloring agents can and usually will differ 
in various specimens or within portions of the same specimen. This 
is particularly true of blue agate.... the layers of which can, and usu-
ally do vary, in color, texture and transparency. Due to impurities, 
there are often brown, gray, white or colorless layers interspersed 
with and modifying the color of the blue layers. This is why proper 
selection of rough and savvy cutting is so essential to the creation 
of a fine gem. 
 
Some varieties, such as the Ellensburg Blue, (found sparsely scat-
tered in vast alluvial gravels) are valued as much for their rarity as 
for their beauty. A premium is paid for fine gems from this source and that is as it should be.  
 
We are very fortunate to live where one can still wander areas of the beautiful Kittitas Valley in search 

of gem-quality blue agate. We are justifiably proud of the local material. HOWEVER.... we do need to re-
mind ourselves that ours is not the one and only "true" blue agate. All too often stones from other re-

gions of the world are denigrated by local "experts" and treated as imposters or cheap fakes. This is un-
fortunate because many of these gems possess outstanding beauty and unique qualities of their own.  It 

only serves to create unwarranted prejudice towards fine blue agate and chalcedony from elsewhere 
on the planet.  Submitted by Wes Frank, excerpts from premergemdesign.com 
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VISITORS ARE ALWAYS  

WELCOME  

Meetings are on the FIRST Saturday of the month 

(except for Jan, July and Dec) at 10:00 am at the 

Mount Vernon Community (Senior) Center  

1401 Cleveland St. Mount Vernon WA 98273 

 

 The purpose of this non-profit earth society shall 

be to stimulate interest in the study of geology, 

lapidary, and the collection of geological speci-

mens 

 We are  a member of the Northwest Federation 

of Mineralogical Societies and the Washington 

State Mineral Council. We are affiliated with the 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. 

 Dues are $15.00 per year for adults and $7.50 for 

those under age 16  

 Visit our website: skagitrockandgem.com 

 Email: skagitrockandgem@gmail.com 

 Mailing address: PO BOX 244 Mt. Vernon 98273 

Officers and Committees 
 

President  Eric Self    

Vice President Greg Hochmuht 

Treasurer  David Britten   

Secretary  Susan May   

Fed Director  Virgil Keltz   

Bulletin Ed  Debbie Frank   

Past President  Linda Keltz 

 
 

Annual Show Chair-Eric Self    

Banquet- The Women    

Display Table-Open  

Education Coordinator-Open    

Facilities/Field Trips- Dave Britten    

Greeter-Linda Keltz  

Library-David Britten    

Scholarship-Nona Avery, Joe Kantor  

Mineral Council & PLAC-Open    

NFMS Competition-Open    

Nominating Committee-Executive Board  

Program-Open    

Publicity-Frank Isca  

Stamps-Virgil Keltz    

Sunshine- 

Swap-Vandenburgs    

Ways & Means-Executive Board 

 

   

Every Committee that says 

‘OPEN’ is an  

opportunity to help! 



Skagit Rock and Gem Club 
Debbie Frank, Editor 
20379 Aliston Ln. 
Burlington WA 98233 

 


