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Violet’s Winning Case at the 

Gem Show. Congratulations! 

Happy Holidays 
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President’s Message  

We did it!  We had a very successful show and I appreciate everyone's hard work. I 

hope you all had fun and I will see you at the Christmas party. 

Thanks again---Eric Self 

 

   

 

Our December Meeting is a Potluck and Election of 

Officers. We would love to have all members there 

to help celebrate the past year and to vote for our 

2017 officers.   

Bring a dish to share and a wrapped gift 

(under$10) if you would like to join the gift ex-

change. The gift doesn’t have to be rock-related 

just something you would enjoy getting 

When: Saturday, December 3rd @ Noon 

Where: 2725 E. Fir St. Mount Vernon. From E. Fir 

St. turn into  PARK VILLAGE  

Take the 1st left and follow the signs around to 

the clubhouse 

Call Linda Keltz with any questions 424-6525 

The nominees for 2017 Officers : 

President – Wes Frank 

Vice-President – Greg Hochmuht 

Secretary – Debbie Frank 

Treasurer – David Britten 

Bulletin Editor – Debbie Frank 

Federation Dir. - Virgil Keltz 
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Mineral Council Field Trips 
No Field Trip scheduled for December. Be sure to check the website  

mineralcouncil.wordpress.com for a January Trip 

 

Local Gem Shows 
Maplewood Rock and Gem Club  ---   5th Annual Winter Bazaar  
 
December 10th 9am - 6pm, 11th 10am - 6pm    
Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse  
8802 196th ST SW Edmonds WA  
 
Whidbey Island Gem Club 52nd Annual Sweetheart of Gems Show 
 
February 11th 2017  9am—5pm, 12th 9am—4pm   
Oak Harbor Senior Center  
51 SE. Jerome Street Oak Harbor, WA  

 
@@For a full list of Gem Shows and Field Trips go to the club’s website:   

skagitrockandgem.com 

Installation of Officers 

12:00 January 3rd @ NYP  in Burl. at Hwy 20 and I-5 

Come and eat or just enjoy the company and welcome 

the 2017 Officers 

No Regular Meeting in January 

 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING:  February 4th 

February Gem of the Month: Amethyst 
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THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

(Rockhound Style with Apologies) 
by Edna F. Pauli 

Golden Spike Gem & Mineral Society 

'Twas the night before Christmas and all through the house, 
Not a creature was stirring, there wasn't room for a mouse 

With geodes and nodules under table and chair, 
A wee little mouse couldn't squeeze in anywhere. 
The children were nestled all snug in their beds, 

As visions of fossil fish swam through their heads. 
And Mother, dreaming of Opal and me of a lap. 
Had just settled down for a long winter's nap. 

When out in the street there arose such a clatter, 
I jumped out of bed, mad as a hatter! 

Just as our clock tolled its 3:00 a.m. chime, 
I opened the door and took a long look. 

The sight that I saw there would make quite a book. 
For parking in front with a roar and a squeak, 
Was dear old St. Nick in a well-loaded jeep. 

He paused just a moment to check his long list, 
And make double certain no one would be missed. 

There's agate, onyx, turquoise, and rhodonite, 
Carnelian, crystal, sapphire, and malachite. 

He named every stone I ever had heard, 
And my heart was so happy it sang like a bird. 

For rocks to a rockhound are really a must, 
Right next to that stuff labeled, "In God We Trust." 

It took quite a while to do this little chore, 
But as soon as he'd finished, he came straight for our door! 

And I can't understand, though I've honestly tried, 
But before I could turn, he was right there inside. 

He spoke not a word but went straight to his work. 
And I stood there and watched though I felt like a "jerk." 

For he knew what I wanted more than I did myself. 
And was wise beyond reason, this right jolly old elf. 
The gifts he had brought were trips for next year, 
And the making of new friends from far and near. 
The singing of old songs around campfires bright, 
And being with the gang every rock meeting night. 

He picked up his pack and prepared to depart, 
And I gave him my thanks from the bottom of my heart. 

For friendship we know is a wonderful gem, 
And the principal key to "Peace Among Men." 

He sprang to his jeep, and stepped on the gas, 
And left 'mid the snowflakes which sparkled like glass. 

But I heard him exclaim as he drove out of sight, 
"Happy Christmas, Rockhounds, and to all a Good Night!" ------ 

Reprinted from the December 1996 
Rockhound Record 
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Minerals on Planet Earth – 
Granite     

(Article Three of Series)                  

       by David Britten 

 

For millions of years earth was a 
mass of molten liquid. The first rocky crusts 
were peridotite, but these “islands” did not 
last long. The magnesium silicate rock was 
more dense than the magma and sank back 
into the hot liquid. As magnesium was 
locked into these rocks, elements such as 
potassium and sodium, calcium and aluminum combined with silicates to form the feldspars. As the 
feldspars depleted those elements, crystals incorporating beryllium, formed in the silicate magma. 
This new basalt was granite. 

Granite is important because it floats on its molten liquid. As more of the granite basalt solidi-
fied they could “pile-up” to form actual land masses. The granite masses floating on still liquid magma 
are called tectonic plates by geologists. Like icebergs floating in water, these great granite rafts float 
around and bump into one another constantly. Faults may issue fresh magma to the surface. Volcanoes 
produce recycled magmas. When one tectonic plate is forced under the granite mass of a continent the 
subducted basaltic materials liquefy under great pressure and are eventually forced back to the sur-
face in great explosions.  

This constant churning of molten material and solid rocks is the beginnings of the great varie-
ties of minerals that will eventually be formed on earth, but one more ingredient to rock formation is 
yet to come – WATER. 

Glossary: 

Atom – the smallest particle of an element (An atom consists of smaller units called electrons, protons, 
and neutrons.) 

Element – one of a limited number (96 or so) of distinct varieties of matter 

Mineral – any chemical element or compound occurring naturally as a product of inorganic (non- liv-
ing) processes 

Basalt – a dark gray to black, dense to fine grained igneous rock consisting of plagioclase (silicates 
with sodium and potassium), augite (silicates with aluminum), and magnetite (iron oxide) 

Granite – igneous rock of visibly crystalline texture consisting of quartz, orthoclase (potassium feld-
spar) or microcline (another potassium feldspar) + iron minerals, pyroxene, mica, or amphibole 

Igneous – (rock) formed from the solidification of molten magma 

Magma – molten (hot liquid) rock mantel 

Subduction zone – area between tectonic plates where one plate is forced under the other 

Fault – a crack in the earth’s crust 
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Board Meeting Minutes November 5, 2016 
 Meeting called to order at 9:30 

 Board Members present: Eric Self, Susan May, Greg Hochmuht, David 

Britten, Debbie Frank 

 Meeting Minutes: Approved as printed in the newsletter 

 Treasurer’s report was read by Dave and approved 

 Gem of the month for February 2017 will be Amethyst 
 Eric will have the trailer to the community center by 10:00 for set-up on 

Friday.  It was decided not to have the $100  donated by the club in the 

raffle case this year because we had extra expenses with the new tables  
 The Board discussed the idea of moving the Gem Show to September 

next year.  There are a lot of variables to consider so it was decided to 

think on it until the Xmas party in December and decide then. 

 

General Meeting Minutes November 5, 2016 
 Meeting called to order at 10:15  

 Meeting Minutes: Approved as printed in the newsletter 

 Treasurer’s report: Read by Dave and approved. 

 No Program this month as everyone was busy getting ready for the show. 

 We had lots of displayers this month! The gem of the month was any or-

ange rock. Thank you to: Zoie, Zeva, Susan, Violet, Dave, Kevin, Joanie, 

Peggy, Eric, Frank, Joe, Janet and Wes. Janet won the prize. 

 A call was made for any nominations for 2017 officers.  Eric is stepping 

down as President.  

 Discussion was mainly about the Gem Show. The club had to get a tem-

porary food permit for $50.00 to sell food at the show. Eric and Violet got 

a food-handlers card for serving food.  Joanie has extra supplies to do-

nate for the critter table.  Noni needs more polished rocks and candy for 

the spinning wheel.   
 There is no regular meeting in December.  Debbie will check with Linda to 

make sure the xmas party is the same place as last year and the info will 

be in the December newsletter. 

 Refreshments: Thank you to Lee, Peggy, Eric and Joanie.  

 Meeting adjourned at 11:10   

 Submitted by Debbie Frank 



Dec. 2016/Jan. 2017 Skagit Gems 7 

 Skagit Rock and Gem Club  • skagitrockandgem.com • PO BOX 244 Mt. Vernon WA 98273 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!  

 

Meetings are on the FIRST Saturday of the month (except for Jan, July and Dec) 
at 10:00 am at the Mount Vernon Community (Senior) Center  

1401 Cleveland St. Mount Vernon WA 98273 
 

 The purpose of this non-profit earth society shall be to stimulate interest in 
the study of geology, lapidary, and the collection of geological specimens 

 We are  a member of the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies and 
the Washington State Mineral Council. We are affiliated with the American 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies. 

 Dues are $15.00 per year for adults and $7.50 for those under age 16  

 Visit our website: skagitrockandgem.com 

 Email: skagitrockandgem@gmail.com 

 Mailing address: PO BOX 244 Mt. 
Vernon 98273 

Officers and Committees 

 

President  Eric Self    

Vice President Greg Hochmuht  

Treasurer  David Britten  

Secretary  Susan May   

Fed Director  Virgil Keltz   

Bulletin Ed  Debbie Frank  

Past President  Linda Keltz   

 

Annual Show Chair-Eric Self    

Banquet- The Women    

Display Table-Open  

Education Coordinator-Open    

Facilities/Field Trips- Dave Britten    

Greeter-Linda Keltz  

Library-David Britten    

Scholarship-Nona Avery, Joe Kantor  

Mineral Council & PLAC-Open    

NFMS Competition-Open    

Nominating Committee-Executive Board  

Program-Open    

Publicity-Frank Isca  

Stamps-Virgil Keltz    

Sunshine- Open 

Swap-Vandenburgs    

Ways & Means-Executive Board  



Skagit Rock and Gem Club 
Debbie Frank, Editor 
20379 Aliston Ln. 
Burlington WA 98233 


