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Volume 59, Issue 5 

Next Meeting: June 1st 10am,  

No July Meeting--See below 

Gem of the Month: Petrified Wood 

Refreshments: Linda Keltz 

 

Annual BBQ and 

Swap Meet  

 

WHEN: July 13th  

The swap starts at 10am 

or come at Noon for the 

BBQ. Please bring a dish 

to share. 

 

This is an opportunity for members to bring items from your 

collection to sell. It’s a beautiful park-like setting with walking 

trails and some great rock specimens. 

Directions: 6414 Fruitdale Rd.  

Fruitdale Rd. does not go thru from Hwy 20.  Head up Hwy 9 

from Sedro to Mosier Rd (a little over 2 miles up). Take a 

Right on Mosier and a Left on Fruitdale.  When you pull  in 

the driveway head straight up the hill to find the parking area.   
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Mineral Council Field Trips 

 

6/20-23 Pow Wow Club- Madras, Oregon  

Jefferson Fair Ground 8:00 Agate, Jasper, T-Eggs, 

Wood. Bring Dig & Hard Rock Tools 

Larry Vess vessel3755@gmail.com or (253)473-3908  

 

6/30 with Marysville Club- Saddle Mt Mattawa 

Meet @ W Mattawa Lepricon Market 9:00am  

Petrified Wood, Opal(?) Dig & HdRock  
Ed Lehman wsmced@hotmail.com h# (425) 334-6282 c# 

(425) 760-2786  

Silversmith Class 

 

Marie-Claire will teach a silversmith class 

for members.  Beginners Welcome! 

Dates: May 30th, 5-7 pm, Intro and design 

June 1st (after the club meeting) 1-5pm 

June 2nd 9-4pm  

Cost: $130 

 
In this class, we’ll have a possibility to 
make either a spinner ring or pendant in 
Sterling Silver.  You will learn to solder, 
form, measure, twist and texture metal into 
a beautiful ring.  The other project is to float 
a flat cabochon, free formed into a Sterling 
Silver forged frame with prongs and a bail 
for a chain or cord.  This project will require 
a skillful use of the torch to solder the 
pongs into place. Chose the project that 
most suits you.  I’ll be helping you with ei-
ther project even if it is all new to you.  All 
materials available for sale on the first day 
of class.  Please bring a stone you may 
wish to use if you have one. 
Questions?  Call Marie-Claire at 360-336-
3776 and leave a call back number. 

Knapping Class 

Greg is offering a knapping class after the meeting 

on June 1st. Please bring some eye protection and 

leather gloves. He will provide knapping material. 

Call for more info 

360-630-7893 

 
Local Gem Shows 

  

 July 20th 10—5,   21st 10—5  
Darrington Rock & Gem Club  
Rock and Gem Show and Sale  

Field trip Saturday @ 11am Mansford 
Grange  

1265 Railroad Ave Darrington, (behind IGA)  
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Petrified Wood 

Ginkgo Petrified Forest 

 

 

 

Petrified Wood and the Northwest   
by David Britten 

 
Our region of the Pacific Northwest has 

been covered in green forest for the last 10,000 
years. Prior to this period glaciers moved in – 
expanding and shrinking for a few thousand 
years. Before these glaciers, jungles of tropical type ferns and palm trees grew in many 
locations. During this entire period, volcanoes emitted large volumes of ash, pumice, 
and magma. This volcanic material killed and covered the jungles and forests but also 
provided fresh mineral-rich soils producing new forests. 

Flows of magma from fissures and volcanoes usually burn the green plant 
growth and wood, turning it to carbon ash and carbon dioxide gas. When the woody 
material is buried deep in ash or pumice, however, no air is present to support combus-
tion, and material can be preserved. When “hot spring” type water circulates through 
this mass of volcanic materials, it leaches out silica. This silica can replace the carbon in 
the wood to produce what is called petrified wood. 

Petrified wood can be agate (translucent), jasper (opaque), and opal (both com-
mon and precious type). They can be colored by minerals in the magma (Arizona 
wood) or they can look exactly like the wood they once were along with all the growth 
rings and external bark. If the woody material decomposes over time and leaves a void, 
this void can be filled with pure crystalline growth from the hot mineral water. 
(Western Idaho is known for its limb casts of pink agate.)  

Petrified wood can be found in many areas of the northwest. Much petrified 
wood has been spread broadly by glaciers or big floods. Palm wood can be found all 
along the Skagit River Valley. Petrified 
wood can also be found at Bolson Creek 
near Conway. Vantage (in Eastern WA) is 
the location of the ancient Gingko Forest. 
The Saddle Mountains (in Eastern WA) 
are covered in wood brought by the many 
Missoula floods. Near Bruneau, Idaho 
there is the Bruneau Woodpile which 
formed from wood debris carried by 
floods. Beautiful precious opal, as a wood 
replacement, is found in the Virgin Valley 
of Northern Nevada.  
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SKAGIT ROCK & GEM CLUB 

May 4, 2019 

Board Meeting Minutes 

The Board meeting was called to order at 9:25 am by President Wes Frank. 

Board Members present:  Wes Frank, Debbie Frank, David Britten, Greg Hochmuht, 

Virgil Keltz and Linda Keltz. 

Treasurer David Britten reviewed the March & April financial statements. 

Gem of the Month for June:  Petrified Wood 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:50 am 

Respectfully submitted, Linda Keltz, Secretary 

 

SKAGIT ROCK & GEM CLUB 

May 4, 2019 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 10:08 am by President Wes Frank. 

Introduction of Guests:  Greg Hochmuht introduced guests Tom & Amy Beek.  They were each given a 
guest prize. 

New Members:  President Wes welcomed new members Jim and Jane. 

Minutes of April 6th meeting:  Motion to approve the minutes as printed in the GEMs was M/S/P. 

Treasurer’s Report:  David Britten reviewed the March and April financial statements.  Motion to accept the 
report was M/S/P. 

Program:  The last portion of the video on Minerals was presented outlining research being done on design-
ing new metals such as metal foam and graphene.  These are intended to make metal lighter and remaining 
strong. 

Display Table:  There were samples of carnelian, concretions, petrified wood and obsidian. 

After a short break, President Wes thanked Frank and Greg for the refreshments. 

Field Trips:  The upcoming field trips were reviewed and everyone was reminded to contact the field trip 
leaders to confirm time and place to meet. 

Sunshine:  Susan May is still at Life Care Center in Sedro-Woolley.  Leo Waldschmidt’s wife Sharon is do-
ing much better. 

Flint knapping Class:  If you are interested in this class contact Greg Hochmuht at (360) 630-7893.  The 
class will be held on June 1st . 

Silversmith Class:  Marie-Claire will be teaching the class for members. Details are in the April GEMS.  If 
you have questions contact Marie-Claire at (360)336-3776. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:20 am. 

Respectfully submitted, Linda Keltz, Secretary 
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VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!  

Meetings are on the FIRST Saturday of the month (except for Jan, July and Dec when 

we have other activities scheduled)  

10:00 am at the  

Mount Vernon Community (Senior) Center  

1401 Cleveland St. Mount Vernon WA 98273 

 

 The purpose of this non-profit earth society shall be to stimulate interest in the 

study of geology, lapidary, and the collection of geological specimens 

 We are  a member of the Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies and 

the Washington State Mineral Council. We are affiliated with the American Fed-

eration of Mineralogical Societies. 

 Dues are $15.00 per year for adults and $7.50 for those under age 16  

 Visit our website: skagitrockandgem.com 

 Email: skagitrockandgem@gmail.com 

 Mailing address: PO BOX 244 Mt. Vernon 98273 

2019 Officers  

President  Wes Frank   

VP   Greg Hochmuht 

Treasurer  David Britten  

Secretary  Linda Keltz   

Fed. Director  Virgil Keltz  

Bulletin Editor Debbie Frank  

Past President  Eric Self 

  

Committees 

Annual Show Chair-Eric Self   

Facilities/Field Trips- Dave Britten 

Greeter-Linda Keltz 

Library-David Britten  

Scholarship-Noni Avery, Joe Kantor 

Publicity-Frank Isca 

Stamps-Virgil Keltz     

Sunshine- Noni Avery 

Swap-Vandenburgs 



Skagit Rock and Gem Club 

Debbie Frank, Editor 

20379 Aliston Ln. 

Burlington WA 98233 


