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Events this month 

Jan 30: Field Trip to 

Walker Valley See pg 5 

 

Feb 6: Meeting 10am 

***Field Trip right after 

the meeting to Geolo-

gist Joe’s House 

Feb 13 & 14: 

Whidbey Gem Show 

Oak Harbor  See pg 3 

 

Feb 20: Field Trip  

to Cedar Ponds w/ 

Marysville Club  

see pg 5 

Amethyst  

is a semiprecious stone and is the tra-

ditional birthstone for February.   

Amethyst is a purple variety of 

quartz (SiO2 ) and owes its violet color 

to irradiation, iron impurities (in 

some cases in conjunction  with tran-

sition element  impurities), and the 

presence of trace elements, which result in complex crystal lattice substitu-

tions.  

   The name comes from the Ancient Greek  a- ("not") and me thystos

("intoxicated") a reference to the belief that the stone protected its owner 

from drunkenness. The ancient Greeks wore amethyst and made drinking 

vessels decorated with it in the belief that it would prevent  intoxication.    

 Amethyst was used as a gemstone by the ancient Egyptians and was 

largely employed in antiquity for intaglio engraved gems. Up until the 18th 

century, amethyst was included in the cardinal, or most valuable, gem-

stones (along with diamond, sapphire, ruby, and emerald). However, since 

the discovery of extensive deposits in locations such as Brazil and Africa it 

has lost most of its value.    

 Natural amethyst is dichroic in reddish 

violet and bluish violet, but when heated, turns 

yellow-orange, yellow-brown, or dark brownish 

and may resemble citrine, but loses its dichroism, 

unlike genuine citrine. When partially heated, 

amethyst can result in ametrine.  

  

(Continued on page 6) 

Roman intaglio engraved 
gem of Caracalla from 100 A.D. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intaglio_(printmaking)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engraved_gem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engraved_gem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caracalla
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Hi Rockhounds, 

 I hope everyone had fun for the holidays and a 

Happy New Year. If anyone has an idea for a fun rock trip 

let us know.  I am working on ideas for local field trips 

where everyone can go. 

 Thanks everyone for all your support last year and 

the year to come,  Eric Self 

President’s Message 

 

 

Dues are Due 

 
This is the last call to pay your dues if you 

would like to stay on the  
roster and continue getting the 

 newsletter each month. 

Minutes for Dec.  5, 2015  

 Debbie and Wes Frank offered to 

set-up and run a website for the club.  

Cost is approximately $13.00 per month 

for the website and $25.00 per year for 

the domain name.  Paying 12 months at a 

time offers a discount.  Debbie and Wes 

will pay what is needed to get the web-

site up and running and then be reim-

bursed from the club.  A motion was 

made to go forward and allocate club 

funds for a website. The motion was    

seconded and unanimously accepted.   

There were no new nominees for club 

officers so your 2016 Officers and Board 

Members continue to be: 

President – Eric Self 

Vice-President – Greg Hochmuht 

Secretary – Susan May 

Treasurer – David Britten 

Bulletin Editor – Debbie Frank 

Federation Dir. - Virgil Keltz 

Past President: Linda Keltz 

Next Meeting February 6th 10am 

Gem of the Month: Amethyst 

Club Field Trip - *right after the meeting on the 6th 

If you loved the mineral case that was up for raffle at our 

gem show than this trip is for you! 

We have been invited to our members Joe and Linda’s 

house to see Joe’s collection of mineral samples that he 

has amassed over his long career as an economic geolo-

gist.  Joe is certified as a QP “qualified person” in the in-

dustry and works as a consultant to mining companies 

and banks.  He evaluates mining operations to insure that 

work was done correctly and that the findings are accu-

rate.  He has worked in open pit as well as underground 

mines and assessed gold, silver, copper, lead, zinc and 

many others. 

 Joe’s collection includes samples from field trips 

and from the sites he has worked all over the world such 

as Mexico, Peru, Ecuador, Kazakhstan, Australia and Chi-

na.  He has cases filled with examples of gold and silver, 

copper, crystals and fluorescent minerals to name a few.   

 

 There will be maps at the meeting  if you need one.   We 

can also carpool if anyone would like a ride.   

LAST    

 CALL! 
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Whidbey Island Gem Club  

51st Annual Sweetheart of Gems Show 

February 13th 9am—5pm, 14th 9am—4pm   

Oak Harbor Senior Center  

51 SE. Jerome Street Oak Harbor, WA 

 

Mt. Baker Rock & Gem Club  

54th Annual Rock and Gem Show  

March  26th 10am - 6pm,  27th 10am - 5pm  

Bloedel-Donovan Park  

2214 Electric Ave. Bellingham WA  

 

West Seattle Rock Club   

50th Annual Rock Show  

April  23rd 10am - 5pm, 24th 10am - 5pm  

Alki Masonic Temple  

4736 40th Ave. SW. Seattle, WA  

 

Everett Rock and Gem Club   

63rd Annual show  

April 30th 10am-6pm, May 1st 10am-5pm  

Everett Community College  

Walt Price Student Fitness Center  

2206 Tower Street Everett WA  

 

***For a full list of Gem Shows  go to:  

 skagitrockandgem.com 

 

T his is a story about an outing of two former Skagit 

Rock Club members – Earl Hardin and Art Gad-

bois. The tale was related by Earl at a meeting many 

years ago. Here it is as I remember it. 

 One summer morning, Art and Earl headed out to 

a site they’d heard of that sounded promising. They rode 

in Art’s pick-up truck. The truck was named “Coyote”. 

Art named it so because it would go anywhere. It was a 

good choice, as the road they were following was not 

maintained and was very rough. 

  They arrived at what looked like an old rock 

quarry. Big boulders lay randomly around. Earl and Art 

pulled up next to one that looked promising. They noted 

many holes in this rock and thought that was a good 

sign. Visions of crystal-lined pockets danced in their 

heads. 

 The boys grabbed their 

sledge hammers and chisels and oth-

er implements of destruction. They 

commenced to pounding on that 

boulder, which proved to be quite 

resistant to their attack. 

 After quite a while of pounding with chips flying, 

the rock finally yielded. A good chunk split off and rolled 

to rest. Earl and Art stood frozen, starring at the broken 

pieces. Instead of the crystals they expected, what they 

saw was remnants of cord and what they simultaneous-

ly recognized as a stick of dynamite. 

 Earl looked at Art. Art looked at Earl. Without 

saying a word, they each grabbed their tools and jumped 

into the pick-up. They exited that quarry as fast as Coy-

ote would go. With much extreme jolting and jerking, 

Coyote jumped down that rough, rocky road in half the 

time it took to come in. Sighs of relief only came at final-

ly reaching paved road again.  

This story is humorous, of course, but it could have end-

ed badly. Be aware of your surroundings. I myself have 

found remnants from explosives on the side of a Forest 

Service road!   Submitted by David Britten  
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There is currently a bill in the House  to increase rock collecting opportunities on state land.  We can 

show our support of this bill be either emailing or writing to the Agriculture & Natural Resources 

Committee that will vote on this.   

To email each committee member: http://leg.wa.gov/House/Committees/AGNR/Pages/MembersStaff.aspx 

Or to comment on the bill: https://app.leg.wa.gov/pbc/bill/1271 

Brief Summary of House Bill 1271 

Creates an optional $5 annual endorsement to a Discover Pass that entitles the holder, and the holder's imme-

diate family members, to collect up to 50 pounds a day of rocks, minerals, and other naturally occurring objects 

from land managed by the state recreation agencies for personal, non-commercial use using non-explosive 

hand tools such as shovels and picks. 

http://leg.wa.gov/House/Committees/AGNR/Pages/MembersStaff.aspx
https://app.leg.wa.gov/pbc/bill/1271
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2016 NFMS-AFMS Show Update  

 We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the Show in Albany Oregon in July. We 

would really like to showcase northwest material since this is the AFMS show and it would 

be great to show the other Federation members what we have in the Northwest. We are 

hoping to have over 200 display cases. So please consider either competing or putting in 

a non-competitive display.  

 As a reminder the show dates are July 29th through the 31st, with the AFMS meet-

ing on the 28th. The week after the show will be a multi-federation field trip out of Prine-

ville. See you all there. For more info see our club webpage http://www.amfed.org/nfms/    

Janice Van Cura, Show Chair  

Competitive Cases by Lauren Williams  

  It is time to start getting your Competitive Case ready for Competition in Alba-

ny next July. Remember, it is you and the Rule Book. You do not compete against other 

people. It is how well you can follow the rule book and being consistent in setting up your 

case, such as case liners and labels. Take the extra time on the workmanship of your piec-

es and the setup of your case. The AFMS is coming to town so if you get a score of 90 or 

above by the NFMS judges your case will automatically ‘fly up’ to the AFMS level and will 

be judged again by the AFMS judges to make you eligible for both NFMS and AFMS tro-

phies.  

Excerpts taken from the November 

2015 issue of the NFMS         

Northwest Newsletter 

 As amethyst is readily available in large structures the value of the gem is 

not primarily defined by carat weight; this is different to most gemstones where 

the carat weight exponentially increases the value of 

the stone. The biggest factor in the value of amethyst is 

the color displayed.  The highest grade amethyst 

(called "Deep Russian") is exceptionally rare and there-

fore, when one is found, its value is dependent on the 

demand of collectors.    

MINERAL: Quartz  CHEMISTRY: SiO2  COLOR: Purple     REFRACTIVE IN-

DEX: 1.544 to 1.553  BIREFRINGENCE: 0.009  SPECIFIC GRAVITY: 2.66 

MOHS HARDNESS: 7 

Info found on http://www.minerals.net/mineral/amethyst.aspx and https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amethyst  

(Continued from page 1) 

“The Empress of Uruguay”  
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VISITORS ARE ALWAYS  

WELCOME  

Meetings are on the FIRST Saturday of the month 

(except for Jan, July and Dec) at 10:00 am at the 

Mount Vernon Community (Senior) Center  

1401 Cleveland St. Mount Vernon WA 98273 

 

 The purpose of this non-profit earth society shall 

be to stimulate interest in the study of geology, 

lapidary, and the collection of geological speci-

mens 

 We are  a member of the Northwest Federation 

of Mineralogical Societies and the Washington 

State Mineral Council. We are affiliated with the 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. 

 Dues are $15.00 per year for adults and $7.50 for 

those under age 16  

 Visit our website: skagitrockandgem.com 

 Email: skagitrockandgem@gmail.com 

 Mailing address: PO BOX 244 Mt. Vernon 98273 

Officers and Committees 
 

President  Eric Self    

Vice President Greg Hochmudt 

Treasurer  David Britten   

Secretary  Susan May   

Fed Director  Virgil Keltz   

Bulletin Ed  Debbie Frank   

Past President  Linda Keltz 

 

 

Annual Show Chair-Eric Self    

Banquet- The Women    

Display Table-Open  

Education Coordinator-Open    

Facilities/Field Trips- Dave Britten    

Greeter-Linda Keltz  

Library-David Britten    

Scholarship-Nona Avery, Joe Kantor  

Mineral Council & PLAC-Open    

NFMS Competition-Open    

Nominating Committee-Executive Board  

Program-Open    

Publicity-Open    

Stamps-Virgil Keltz    

Sunshine-Susan Conta  

Swap-Vandenburgs    

Ways & Means-Executive Board 

 

   

Every Committee that 

says‘OPEN’isan 

opportunity to help! 



 

 

Skagit Rock and Gem Club 

Debbie Frank, Editor 

20379 Aliston Ln. 

Burlington WA 98233 

 

Our new website  

skagitrockandgem.com 


